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STATE DEP ARTMENT BAN ON "C O NTROVERSIAL" WRITERS SCORED BY A CLU 



■'•*H : 



. ACLU has asked Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to reconsider his recent 
directive calling for removal of books by "controversial" writers from Oversea? ?? 
libraries of the U.S. Information Service. The directive^ which ACLU protested^/?- 
issued after Senator Joseph R. McCarthy began his current inquiry of the Voice ofK\ 
America program. • . . .- ■ . .-- • rtlwu 

.«• •♦ ^ a . 1 ^ t fr v 1i0 ^es, ACLU said that the order not only is "contw'tSuft?-- 
Cc^ n-°f C1Vl1 ^S 01 * 168 " but " on the Practical level unwise is a measured combat 
Communist propaganda. . . •,..-■•,, • v*il*>: 

,-. k "In our judgment, U.S. government s ponsorship or a pproval of PublicationaijfecaL 

library use abroad should be based solely on the nature anTThTVai7e~of the bSkfg 
themselves and not upon those who wrote them", the letter said. It was signed WW 

5£2 St^ Y^' ""''V" 8 **" ^^ctor, and Elmer Rice, JnaSman of ttSl 
Union's National Council on Freedom from Censorship. '- 15 

tw„ n J^ rt v erm ° r ?rd thc . lcttcr continued, "may we' urge that you review the direct 
hc^f^ mf t " V ? r th a J 10 "* . 1 * 3 revision, because it forecloses use of possible*-, 
helpful material to counter Soviet propaganda. In the propaganda field tho*U. Si- * j 
government should be unfettered as possible so that all necessary avenues of approach 
to peoples abroad both in front of and behind the iron curtain countries may be^v&v 
rZZ ■ I Ant i-° n ovie t propaganda, which can be delved out of the works of Wridanli 
Communists or follow travelers may well be a useful tactic if oroocrly utilized inW* 
exposing the A ies and deception of Communist propaganda." * " "" iAi 

Senator McCarthy's subcommittee hearings "till now do not justify a categofif 
discrimination against use of certain publications merely because of the political'* - 
or moral character of their *uthors", the two ACLU officials observed. * .; ,:;Jj 

soonsorTL- "f'. ? f „ C ?r?°' 0XPCC ^' ncr would wo want, the U. S. government to; » 
fj?h I * *° V"" h xt 1S opposed or which by their very nature arc inconsistent 
S t,Z "t^ 08 !*^ t0 '.^ hC P° litical «* *>"* principles on which our country^! 
li+rZl? ' h ^ lr .u 0tt ^ r said * "Ccnsistcnt with this position, wc believe that ^^ 
S2 ^If^f* ether forms of art must be judged by their content and quite apart 
from the alleged political or other views of their authors,''. ...,';-;. 

CONGRESSIONAL CO MMITTEE CLEARS FOUNDATIONS OF SUBVERSIVE TAINTV „', 

,,,„,, r n Ji-° arine * ho *«>*-'wo foundations of the taint of subversion, a Congrds^ 
tSeir aXiiShmenU^ 6aVC **!"* organizations, a clean; bill of health but lauded! 

'..' - Th , c gist of the report turned in by a special House' "committee- iivestiaatini^ 
no foundations is that while the Communists made determined efforts to gain a/foottl 
oia in those groups, they succeeded barely at all. Thr> on™* ft.™ «,« <• A^*J**m 

.lally by the late Rep. E. E. Cox of Georgia. 

-no + n "lL haS b ° Cn e3t ^li 8 hod», said tho;^rtr"thi:t'.oiM"-f«ii^t^' , ^&-'-fi^J 
,one to the support of the Communist line or to proved Communists or Communist swn-4 
or thrZh SJ 1""? ^""/ccurreed it is our belief that it occurred inadvertent 
or through tho stealth and deceit of Communist 'infiltrees'." '. • ., :^rh^,:;. 

most siS?lnt i r^ h ?-' eV0 K' t l! co ? mittcc foun ^ that the foundations ' ''dominant and", 

»tlT--fff function has boon displayed in supplying the risk or venture capital' 

expended xn advancing the frontiers of knowledge.. . . ^ .:. £ A /. 2%^j£82j2k 




The committee was formed of igi3 



*<«. „„j j.u — „ 5 "•"'**' xx«4.us", wie committee round, "they 

as-s evoivf^^^:,^^ risks - j ^ ificA: 



K , 0T RECf^n^'C 



"In entering these fields", the committee found, "thoy!to»Pt§Si& a £f^P 

" " " >5cWo2& m. groat 
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